2025-2026 BC/YT Section
Competition Changes
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Summary of Competition
Capacity Review

An examination of BC/YT competition entry numbers was undertaken to identify
where growth has occurred since 2019.

Only in person events were included so that comparisons could be made to pre-
COVID numbers and year to year since 2023.

Data collected was broken down by competition, discipline and category.
* Between 2019 and 2024, the Section realized growth in competition entries of 18%.
* Between 2023 and 2024 there was an increase in registrations by 14%.
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Summary of Competition
Capacity Review

While the majority of competitions remain largely unaffected, some changes are
proposed to standardize event offerings to support initiatives like the Performance
Series and new Solo Dance series.

Registrations outside traditional freeskate events now account for 40% of all
registrations.

These events are important as they allow skaters to participate in ways other than
freeskate.

Supplementary events, Adult and Synchronized skating also represent significant
revenue streams at both the region and Section levels and participation continues
to trend upwards.
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Updated Series

Performance Series Standings (Update for 2025-2026)

Include events starting with fall regional competitions to accommodate
geographically isolated areas and conclude with the Virtual Finale

Top two scores form the total

e Eventsincluded:
= STAR 5 to Gold Artistic
= Individual and Group Showcase 3 & 4
= Adult Freeskate™, Artistic, and Showcase
= STAR 4 Synchro

*not included in Virtual Finale
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Updated Series

STAR Solo Dance (New)

Introduced to promote the development of the solo dance discipline and serve as a
feeder for Podium Pathway Solo Dance

Include events starting with fall regional competitions and conclude with the
Virtual Finale

Top two scores form the total

Events included:
STAR 4/5 — STAR 10/Gold Solo Dance
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Updated Series

Super Series (Addition of Podium Pathway Solo Dance)

All Freeskate events commence at BC/YT SummerSkate

Top three scores form the total
Podium Pathway including Juvenile conclude at BC/YT Sectional Championships

Podium Pathway Solo Dance added to start at SummerSkate and conclude at
BC/YT Sectional Championships

STARSkate Freeskate (excluding STAR 7 and 9) and Pre-Juvenile conclude at Super
Series Final
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Synchro & Adult

2025-2026 Season

Remove adult from BC Coast Regional Events (Offered at BC/YT Adult & Synchro
Competition and West Coast Challenge)

Adult Freeskate, Artistic, Showcase & Dance offered at Super Series Final
STAR 4 Synchro Offered at Super Series Final

2026-2027 Season

Remove Adult from BC/YT Adult & Synchro Competition and West Coast
Challenge

Combine adult competition with two adult seminars
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Section Competitions

Super Series Final
In addition to STAR 4 Synchro and Adult freeskate, add Group Showcase 3 & 4

Introductory Pairs

Pair coaches on the Coast are using this category to help teach skaters how to
skate together as a team before they need to learn more difficult pair elements.

This category will be added to Victoria Day, BC SummerSkate and Autumn
Leaves.
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Region Competitions

Event Offerings effective 2025-2026 Season

« To support the Super Series, Performance Series and Solo Dance Series and developing
disciplines the below list is a core list events to be offered at Regional Events.

e STAR 1- Gold Freeskate

e Introductory Pairs

e STAR partnered dance

e STAR 5- Gold Artistic

e STAR2/3 to Gold Solo Dance

e Showcase 1-4 - Individual and Group
e STAR 3 and 4 Synchro

e Adult (except BC Coast)

e Special Olympics
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Region Competitions

Event Offerings

« Optional Events would include:
- Elements -- Individual and Team
« Juvenile Pairs
« Pre-Juvenile Dance
« Juvenile Dance

Creative Improv would no longer be available to offer at Regional competitions as this
event is best suited for in-club or other fun events. This event is currently only offered at

Okanagan competitions and at Golden Nugget.
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Region Competitions

BC Coast

&

Pre-Juvenile to Pre-Novice events were removed from BC Coast region competitions to increase
capacity for other categories.

This has resulted in many podium pathway skaters at this level entering STAR categories,
particularly at WinterSkate.

In order to preserve the STAR categories for those skaters, it is recommended that Pre-Juvenile
to Pre-Novice be accommodated during this time frame.

Section is looking at hosting a competition in January 2026 for Pre Juvenile, Juvenile and Pre
Novice Categories.
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Region Competitions

BC Coast

Not all BC Coast Pre Juvenile & Juvenile skaters attend Sections

As other Regions include Pre-Juvenile and Juvenile events at their fall regional
competition, it is proposed that the same be offered to Coast skaters.

Jingle Blades 2025: As Sections in in the BC Coast Region, Pre-Juvenile and
Juvenile categories will not be offered. In subsequent years when Sections is
held in another region, it is recommended that these categories be offered to

skaters not attending Sections.
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Protecting STAR Categories

To protect the STAR categories, it is proposed that skaters who compete in the
BC/YT Sectional championships be restricted to entering Pre-Juvenile, Juvenile
or higher freeskate categories for the remainder of the season.

Season would be defined as Sections to Super Series Final.

For the categories of STAR 7 and STAR 9, which are regularly utilized by coaches
for skaters in Pre-Juvenile and Juvenile in preparation for Pre-Novice, it is
recommended that those skaters be drawn into separate groups.
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Event Capacity

Discuss with Regions about moving competitions off the Family Day
weekend starting for 2027. WCC has been moved off Family Day
weekend for 2026.

Single surface regional events needing to increase capacity will have
to move to double surface venues and coordinate with the Section,
as is current practice, to ensure that sufficient resources will be
available for the dates required.
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Questions?
Email: bcytsection@skatinginbc.com
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